
INTERVENTI
ON

Leveled Literacy Intervention
Red System, Levels L–Q

Level L

978-0-325-04532-0 
Lesson 1, Level L

978-0-325-04479-8 
Lesson 2, Level J

978-0-325-04474-3 
Lesson 3, Level L 

Alexandra Swift Series

978-0-325-04496-5 
Lesson 4, Level J

978-0-325-04472-9 
Lesson 5, Level L 

Solving Problems Series

978-0-325-04510-8 
Lesson 6, Level J

978-0-325-04485-9 
Lesson 7, Level L

978-0-325-04525-2 
Lesson 8, Level J 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04560-3 
Lesson 9, Level L 

Daniel’s Gadgets Series 

978-0-325-04584-9 
Lesson 10, Level J 

Remarkable Inventions Series

978-0-325-04565-8 
Lesson 11, Level L 

Remarkable Inventions Series

978-0-325-04577-1 
Lesson 12, Level J 

Making a Difference Series

978-0-325-04463-7 
Lesson 13, Level L 

– Graphic Text –

978-0-325-04507-8 
Lesson 14, Level J 

978-0-325-04589-4 
Lesson 15, Level L 

Solving Problems Series

978-0-325-04591-7 
Lesson 16, Level J

978-0-325-04518-4 
Lesson 17, Level L 

Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04553-5 
Lesson 18, Level J 

Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04539-9 
Lesson 19, Level L

978-0-325-04521-4 
Lesson 20, Level J

978-0-325-04585-6 
Lesson 21, Level L

978-0-325-04555-9 
Lesson 22, Level J

978-0-325-04495-8 
Lesson 23, Level L 

Mrs. O’s Class Series

978-0-325-04579-5 
Lesson 24, Level J

978-0-325-04657-0 
Lessons 25–28, Level K 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 29–32

Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL L
LESSONS 29–32

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Level M

978-0-325-04515-3 
Lesson 33, Level M

978-0-325-04516-0 
Lesson 34, Level K

978-0-325-04542-9 
Lesson 35, Level M 

Slacker Family Series

978-0-325-04535-1 
Lesson 36, Level K

978-0-325-04520-7 
Lesson 37, Level M

978-0-325-04493-4 
Lesson 38, Level K 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04466-8 
Lesson 39, Level M

978-0-325-04519-1 
Lesson 40, Level K 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04509-2 
Lesson 41, Level M 

Remarkable Inventions Series

978-0-325-04502-3 
Lesson 42, Level K

978-0-325-04487-3 
Lesson 43, Level M 

Two-Way Book

978-0-325-04548-1 
Lesson 44, Level K

978-0-325-04582-5 
Lesson 45, Level M 

Against All Odds Series

978-0-325-04599-3 
Lesson 46, Level K 

978-0-325-04511-5 
Lesson 47, Level M

978-0-325-04556-6 
Lesson 48, Level K 

Solving Problems Series

978-0-325-04543-6 
Lesson 49, Level M 

Two-Way Book

978-0-325-04457-6 
Lesson 50, Level K

978-0-325-04461-3 
Lesson 51, Level M

978-0-325-04482-8 
Lesson 52, Level K

978-0-325-04483-5 
Lesson 53, Level M 
Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04484-2 
Lesson 54, Level K

978-0-325-04571-9 
Lesson 55, Level M 

Making a Difference Series

978-0-325-04522-1 
Lesson 56, Level K 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04658-7 
Lessons 57–60, Level L 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 61–64

Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL M
LESSONS 61–64

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Level N

978-0-325-04513-9 
Lesson 65, Level N

978-0-325-04478-1 
Lesson 66, Level L

978-0-325-04491-0 
Lesson 67, Level N 
Art for All Series

978-0-325-04588-7 
Lesson 68, Level L

978-0-325-04536-8 
Lesson 69, Level N 

– Graphic Text –

978-0-325-04566-5 
Lesson 70, Level L

978-0-325-04498-9 
Lesson 71, Level N 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04523-8 
Lesson 72, Level L 

Wonders of Nature Series

978-0-325-04534-4 
Lesson 73, Level N 

Daniel’s Gadgets Series

978-0-325-04531-3 
Lesson 74, Level L 

Daniel’s Gadgets Series

978-0-325-04552-8 
Lesson 75, Level N 

Alexandra Swift Series

978-0-325-04524-5 
Lesson 76, Level L

978-0-325-04475-0 
Lesson 77, Level N 

Mrs. O’s Class Series

978-0-325-04514-6 
Lesson 78, Level L 

978-0-325-04489-7 
Lesson 79, Level N 

Mrs. O’s Class Series

978-0-325-04572-6 
Lesson 80, Level L

978-0-325-04568-9 
Lesson 81, Level N 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04473-6 
Lesson 82, Level L 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04504-7 
Lesson 83, Level N

978-0-325-04481-1 
Lesson 84, Level L 

Wonders of Nature Series

978-0-325-04512-2 
Lesson 85, Level N

978-0-325-04569-6 
Lesson 86, Level L

978-0-325-04596-2 
Lesson 87, Level N 

Wonders of Nature Series

978-0-325-04505-4 
Lesson 88, Level L 

Sports for All Series

978-0-325-04659-4 
Lessons 89–92,Level M 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 93–96

Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL N
LESSONS 93–96

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Level O

978-0-325-04562-7 
Lesson 97, Level O

978-0-325-04528-3 
Lesson 98, Level M

978-0-325-04581-8 
Lesson 99, Level O

978-0-325-04468-2 
Lesson 100, Level M

978-0-325-04597-9 
Lesson 101, Level O 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04488-0 
Lesson 102, Level M

978-0-325-04547-4 
Lesson 103, Level O 

Slacker Family Series

978-0-325-04558-0 
Lesson 104, Level M 
Slacker Family Series

978-0-325-04563-4 
Lesson 105, Level O 
Sports for All Series

978-0-325-04459-0 
Lesson 106, Level M 
Sports for All Series

978-0-325-04460-6 
Lesson 107, Level O 

Alexandra Swift Series

978-0-325-04567-2 
Lesson 108, Level M 

Art for All Series

978-0-325-04545-0 
Lesson 109, Level O 

Mrs. O’s Class Series

978-0-325-04470-5 
Lesson 110, Level M 

978-0-325-04462-0 
Lesson 111, Level O 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04465-1 
Lesson 112, Level M 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04517-7 
Lesson 113, Level O

978-0-325-04594-8 
Lesson 114, Level M

978-0-325-04526-9 
Lesson 115, Level O 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04554-2 
Lesson 116, Level M 

Solving Problems Series

978-0-325-04590-0 
Lesson 117, Level O

978-0-325-04469-9 
Lesson 118, Level M 

Art for All Series

978-0-325-04583-2 
Lesson 119, Level O 
Art for All Series

978-0-325-04533-7 
Lesson 120, Level M

978-0-325-04660-0 
Lessons 121–124, Level N 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 125–128

Book 121-124

Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL O
LESSONS 125–128

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Level P

978-0-325-04480-4 
Lesson 129, Level P

978-0-325-04549-8 
Lesson 130, Level N

978-0-325-04574-0 
Lesson 131, Level P 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04586-3 
Lesson 132, Level N 

How Bodies Work Series

978-0-325-04557-3 
Lesson 133, Level P 

Against All Odds Series

978-0-325-04578-8 
Lesson 134, Level N 

Against All Odds Series

978-0-325-04499-6 
Lesson 135, Level P 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04595-5 
Lesson 136, Level N

978-0-325-04564-1 
Lesson 137, Level P 

Making a Difference Series

978-0-325-04544-3 
Lesson 138, Level N 

Slacker Family Series

978-0-325-04559-7 
Lesson 139, Level P 

– Graphic Text –

978-0-325-04541-2 
Lesson 140, Level N

978-0-325-04494-1 
Lesson 141, Level P 
Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04537-5 
Lesson 142, Level N

978-0-325-04575-7 
Lesson 143, Level P 

Against All Odds Series

978-0-325-04471-2 
Lesson 144, Level N

978-0-325-04573-3 
Lesson 145, Level P 

Remarkable Inventions Series

978-0-325-04546-7 
Lesson 146, Level N

978-0-325-04500-9 
Lesson 147, Level P

978-0-325-04540-5 
Lesson 148, Level N 

Alexandra Swift Series

978-0-325-04592-4 
Lesson 149, Level P 

Making a Difference Series

978-0-325-04529-0 
Lesson 150, Level N 
Art for All Series

978-0-325-04530-6 
Lesson 151, Level P 

Daniel’s Gadgets Series

978-0-325-04477-4 
Lesson 152, Level N

978-0-325-04661-7 
Lessons 153–156, Level O 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 157–160

Lucy felt a twist of fear. Was Simon following them?

Book 153-156

Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL P
LESSONS 157–160

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Level Q

978-0-325-04551-1 
Lesson 161, Level Q 

Against All Odds Series

978-0-325-04598-6 
Lesson 162, Level O

978-0-325-04503-0 
Lesson 163, Level Q

978-0-325-04490-3 
Lesson 164, Level O

978-0-325-04486-6 
Lesson 165, Level Q

978-0-325-04458-3 
Lesson 166, Level O

978-0-325-04538-2 
Lesson 167, Level Q 
Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04476-7 
Lesson 168, Level O 
Classic Tales Series

978-0-325-04464-4 
Lesson 169, Level Q

978-0-325-04576-4 
Lesson 170, Level O 

Wonders of Nature Series

978-0-325-04467-5 
Lesson 171, Level Q 

Wonders of Nature Series

978-0-325-04506-1 
Lesson 172, Level O 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04593-1 
Lesson 173, Level Q

978-0-325-04527-6 
Lesson 174, Level O 

Solving Problems Series

978-0-325-04580-1 
Lesson 175, Level Q 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04570-2 
Lesson 176, Level O 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04550-4 
Lesson 177, Level Q 

Alexandra Swift Series

978-0-325-04456-9 
Lesson 178, Level O

978-0-325-04492-7 
Lesson 179, Level Q

978-0-325-04497-2 
Lesson 180, Level O

978-0-325-04561-0 
Lesson 181, Level Q 
Delicious! Series 
Two-Way Book

978-0-325-04587-0 
Lesson 182, Level O 
Sports for All Series

978-0-325-04501-6 
Lesson 183, Level Q 
Delicious! Series

978-0-325-04508-5 
Lesson 184, Level O 

Intriguing Animals Series

978-0-325-04662-4 
Lessons 185–188, Level P 

NOveL STuDy

Optional Test  
Preparation 

Lessons 189–192

M a r i o n  D a n e  B a u e r
Author of Runt

Book 185-188
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Name:

LEVEL Q
LESSONS 189–192

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

Leveled Literacy Intervention is a K–8+ intervention system developed by the preeminent voices in literacy education, Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell.

Books in the odd-numbered lessons  
are at instructional level.

Books in the even-numbered lessons  
are at independent level.

ISBNs are for the leveled book 6-packs. www.heinemann.com   I   www.fountasandpinnell.com   I   800.225.5800

Engaging. Efficient. Effective.
The Fountas & Pinnell LLI Red System provides 24 lessons at each level, L–Q on the F&P Text Level Gradient™. At the end of the 24 
lessons, students read a full-length novel, for which four days of lessons are provided. Then they participate in four days of optional test 
preparation. The LLI Red System Lessons are underpinned by 144 original, leveled titles (60% nonfiction and 40% fiction) plus 6 trade 
book novels. The LLI Red System Books feature captivating characters, high-interest, contemporary topics, 
engaging plots and a variety of genres that will keep readers turning the page to read more.

Fountas & Pinnell
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LLI Orange System
kindergarten, Levels a–c 

978-0-325-00805-9

 LLI Green System
Grade 1, Levels a–J

 978-0-325-01198-1

 LLI Blue System
Grade 2, Levels c–N

978-0-325-01199-8

 LLI Red System
 Grade 3, Levels L–Q

978-0-325-02851-4

 LLI Gold System 
 Grade 4, Levels o–t

978-0-325-02852-1   

 LLI Purple System
Grade 5, Levels r–W

2014 978-0-325-02692-3  

 LLI Teal System
Grades 6-8, Levels U–Z

In Development 978-0-325-02860-6

*The levels in the LLI Orange and Green systems are being extended to accommodate 
increased instructional level expectations. A “booster” package will be available for 
those who have already purchased the LLI Orange and Green systems.

CoverBack Cover

Inside Front flap - left side

Includes: 

• DVD Operating Instructions

• Professional Development DVD

• Tutorial DVD

• Online Data Management System

• Online Resources

Fountas & Pinnell Fountas & Pinnell 

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-04639-6
ISBN-10: 0-325-04639-5

9 780325 046396

9 0 0 0 0>

System Requirements

•  DVD drive
•  DVD software on system
•  PDF reader (e.g., Adobe® Reader®)

Technology Package | User Guide 

The LLI Red Technology Package also includes: 

■ ■ Online Data Management System (ODMS)

The Fountas & Pinnell Online Data Management System is a secure and efficient way for teachers 

and school and district administrators to collect, analyze, and report LLI student assessment 

data according to district requirements. A one-year teacher subscription to this web-based 

data management system is included with your purchase of the LLI Red System. After year one, 

subscriptions are priced per teacher, per year (unlimited number of LLI students) and include 

unlimited access for school and district administrators. To access your one-year subscription go 

to www.heinemann.com/products/DMS0020.aspx and enter FPODMS.

■ ■LLI Online Resources 

Some of the resources listed in the “You Will Need” section of the lesson can be found online  

at www.fountasandpinnell/resources.com. The inclusion of these materials will save you 

valuable preparation time. To access your resources go to www.fountasandpinnell.com/

resources and  enter FPLLI72366

■ ■ Access information for ODMS and the LLI Red System Online Resources is also contained  

in the User Guide.

Includes 
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Manufactured in Guangzhou, China

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell 

RED  SYSTEM

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell 

RED  SYSTEM

LLI_RED_DVD_package_Final_2012.indd   1 12/3/12   1:22 PM

TEACHER REsOuRCEs 
System Guide 
A guide that provides a  
comprehensive overview  
of the implementation  
of the LLI Red System.

Lesson Guide, 
Volumes 1, 2 & 3 
Guides that support teachers in  
providing high quality, fast-paced  
lessons that support both reading  
and writing development.

Prompting Guide Part 1,  
for Oral Reading & Early Writing, 
K–8 and Prompting Guide Part 2,  
for Comprehension: Thinking,  
Talking, and Writing, K–8
Ready reference flip charts that contain 
precise language that can be used to teach 
for, prompt for and reinforce effective  
strategic actions in reading and writing.

Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) is designed to lift the literacy achievement of students who are 
not achieving grade level expectations in reading and writing.

Leveled Literacy Intervention Red System, and subsequent LLI systems Gold, Purple, and Teal, are based on 15 key principles 
to support struggling older readers. The LLI Red System lesson framework exemplifies and rests on these principles:

■■  LLI engages students with high interest, well-written texts in a variety of fiction and nonfiction genres 
that have been leveled by Fountas and Pinnell with their F&P Text Level Gradient™.

■■ LLI increases students reading volume by engaging them in large amounts of daily successful reading. 

■■ LLI provides students with choice in reading material to increase motivation.

■■ LLI enables new learning by matching the text to the reader’s instructional reading level.

■■ LLI supports the development of independent, self-initiating, self-regulatory behaviors.

■■ LLI provides large amounts of expository text reading (60% nonfiction/40% fiction).

■■ LLI helps students think deeply about texts and derive the larger ideas from their reading.

■■ LLI helps students focus on comprehension and monitor their reading through metacognitive attention 
that supports deeper understanding of fiction and informational texts.

■■ LLI provides intensive and dynamic study of words to increase students’ ability to rapidly solve them  
while reading and writing.

■■ LLI focuses on systematic, intentional vocabulary development.

■■ LLI promotes smooth, phrased reading that moves along at a good pace.

■■ LLI focuses the intervention on oral language development by providing structures to promote 
meaningful student talk.

■■ LLI uses writing to support and extend comprehension.

■■ LLI supports the specific needs of English language learners.

■■ LLI provides a great deal of student support through explicit, direct instruction with a recommended 
teacher–student ratio of 1:4.  

Over their influential careers Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell have closely examined the literacy learning of thousands of students. In 1996  
they revolutionized classroom teaching with their systematic approach to small-group reading instruction as described in their groundbreaking 
text, Guided Reading. Since then, their extensive research has resulted in a framework of professional development books, classroom resources, and 
professional development services built to support children’s learning. Fountas and Pinnell’s work is now considered the standard in the field of literacy 
instruction. Teachers world wide recognize their deep understanding of classroom realities and their respect for the challenges facing teachers.

Irene C. Fountas is a professor in the School of Education at Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She has been a classroom teacher, 
language arts specialist, and consultant in school districts across the nation and abroad. She has been involved in extensive field-based literacy 
projects and has received several awards for her contributions to literacy. She works extensively in the literacy education field and directs the Literacy 
Collaborative in the School of Education at Lesley University.

Gay su PInnell is a professor emeritus in the School of Teaching and Learning at The Ohio State University. She has extensive experience in 
classroom teaching and field-based research and has developed and implemented comprehensive approaches to literacy education. She received 
the International Reading Association’s Albert J. Harris Award for research in reading difficulties. She also received the Ohio Governor’s Award for 
contributions to literacy education and the Charles A. Dana Foundation Award, given for pioneering contributions in the fields of health and education. 
She is a member of the Reading Hall of Fame.

Red System ■ Levels L–Q ■ Lessons 1–192

RED
SYSTEM

LLI System
 Guide 

■ Red System
 

■ Fountas & Pinnell

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

ISBN-13: 978-0-325-04385-2
ISBN-10: 0-325-04385-X

LLI_RED_SYSTEM_GUIDE_COVER_Reprint.indd   1-3 12/3/12   2:39 PM

The LLI Red System Components

Red System ■ Levels N–O ■ Lessons 65–128

Volume 2

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

LLI_RED_LESSON_GUIDE_COV_V2.indd   1 12/3/12   2:35 PM

Volume 3

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Red System ■ Levels P–Q ■ Lessons 129–192

LLI_RED_LESSON_GUIDE_COV_3.indd   1 12/3/12   2:37 PM

Red System ■ Levels L–M ■ Lessons 1–64

Volume 1

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

LLI_RED_LESSON_GUIDE_COV_1.indd   1 12/3/12   2:29 PM

07/13   978-0-325-04667-9

Professional Development  
DVD and Tutorial DVD
A two-DVD set featuring model  
LLI lessons and a tutorial on coding,  
scoring, and analyzing Reading Records.

LLI Online Data Management  
System (ODMS)
The Fountas & Pinnell Online Data Management 
Systems are a secure and efficient way for teachers and school and district 
administrators to collect, analyze, and report LLI student assessment data 
according to district requirements. A one-year teacher subscription to this 
secure, web-based data management system is included with the initial 
purchase of each LLI System. After year one, subscriptions are $30 per teacher, 
per year (unlimited number of LLI students) and include unlimited access for 
school and district administrators.

Online LLI Red Lesson Resources
Resources listed in the “You will need” section of the lesson can be found online 
at, www.fountasandpinnell/resources. The inclusion of these materials will 
save you valuable preparation time.

F&P Calculator/Stopwatch 
This valuable tool automates the calculation of  
reading rate, accuracy, and self-correction  
as well as doubling as a stopwatch.

Student Folders (pack of 16)
Folders to organize and store reading  
records, tracking student data and graphing  
student progress.

Lesson Folders (pack of 192)
Sturdy, plastic lesson folders to store books,  
lessons, and other ancillary material needed  
for each lesson.

sTudENT REsOuRCEs
Literacy Notebooks (pack of 96)
A consumable 56-page two-way notebook for  
each level in the system with lined pages,  
glossary of terms and other reference material  
to support vocabulary development and writing.

Student Portfolios (pack of 16)
A portfolio for organizing and transporting  
LLI Books, Literacy Notebooks, class work and  
homework between school and home.

Word Magnets (43 sheets, 903 magnets)
Blank sheets of word magnet cards for  
phonics/word study activities using permanent  
or wipe-off markers.

Magnetic Whiteboards (pack of 6)
Student whiteboards and pens to be  
used during phonics/word study lessons. 

Student Test Preparation booklets  
(pack of 12 per level)
Consumable booklets, one for each of the  
six levels, include selections and test items  
for the optional Test Preparation Lessons. 

Highlighter Strips
For highlighting words or parts of words in  
phonics/word study activities, and for helping  
students move their eyes quickly to increase  
 fluency. 

Literacy Notebook

Writing About
Reading

Name:

Word Study

Literacy Notebook

Name:

FP_LLIred_NBcovers_ToGo_Layout 1  6/11/12  1:12 PM  Page 1

Literacy Notebook

Writing About
Reading

Name:

Word Study

Literacy Notebook

Name:
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Student Test Preparation Booklet

Name:

LEVEL L
LESSONS 29–32

Leveled Literacy Intervention  RED System

1.800.225.5800 
www.heinemann.com    I    www.fountasandpinnell.comASSESSMENT TEACHINg INTERVENTION MONITORINg PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

Leveled Literacy Intervention  
LLI turns struggling readers into successful readers.

Fountas & Pinnell

Systematic, small-group, supplementary K–8+ 
Intervention Systems that bring struggling readers to 
grade-level competency through intensive, supportive 
lessons and engaging leveled books. 

•  Developed by the preeminent leaders in literacy education.

•  Based on the F&P Text Level Gradient™ and includes built-in  
level-by-level descriptions and competencies from The Continuum  
of Literacy Learning, PreK–8 (2011) to monitor 
student progress and guide teaching. 

•  Embedded with rich teacher 
professional development.

•  Technology support for 
assessment, record keeping, 
lesson instruction, and home/
classroom connections.

•  Proven successful by a gold-
standard independent study.

INTERVENTI
ON

Engaging. Efficient. Effective.

“To close  
the achievement gap, 

intermediate grade struggling 
readers need accessible,  

engaging, and relevant texts,  
and instruction delivered  

by expert teachers.  
They need LLI.” 

— Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell

OptiOnal purchases 

The Fountas & Pinnell Reading Record  
App for iPads
• saves the reading record as a PDF
•  times the conference and calculates  

oral reading and accuracy rate,  
self-correction, fluency and 
comprehension scores

• records the assessment conference
• syncs data to the Online Data Management System

• provides quick reading analysis to the teacher.

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI Red System  
Choice Library
Increase struggling readers’ progress and 
build habits of independent and close 
reading with this engaging collection 
selected and officially leveled by Fountas 
and Pinnell.

•  150 trade books levels K–P
•  titles from renowned authors  

and beloved series
•  selected for high quality and 

diversity of genre
•  Guide to Independent Reading 

with summaries, organizational 
tools, and specific prompts to generate  
thinking and writing about books

• 6 colorful plastic tubs plus labels, pockets, and cards.

 

Guide to 
Independent 

Reading
Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

Fountas & Pinnell  
LLI RED System Choice Library

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI RED System Choice Library Guide to Independent Reading  
is your in-hand tool for use to support students in the independent reading of books from the LLI  
Red System Choice Library. Optimize and expand your struggling readers’ reading power with the  
LLI Red System Choice Library —150 carefully selected high-quality books (levels K–P) in a range of 
genres and captivating topics, written by authors your students will enjoy. 

After LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention) lessons, give your students the opportunity to choose 
from this collection of engaging, high-interest books that will build their reading stamina during 
independent reading in class or at home. The accompanying Guide to Independent Reading provides 
a comprehensive list of titles and levels, as well as a summary with prompts to generate thinking, 
talking, and writing about the books. Use the levels to guide your students in making good choices for 
successful reading. Choice is a highly motivating factor in reading comprehension; students are more 
likely to read purposefully if they can choose texts that reflect their individual interests. 

The Fountas & Pinnell LLI RED Choice Library and companion Guide to Independent Reading is for LLI 
teachers or classroom teachers seeking to support struggling students’ independent reading, and to 
provide daily opportunities for students to read, on their own, books they have selected themselves. 
The first step in helping students choose books is to have a good collection at an appropriate range of 
reading levels that includes many books that will appeal to both genders and is so well organized that 
students can find books quickly. Organize this rich collection of books in a number of ways including by 
genre, form, or type. This library is an important investment in the independent reading opportunities 
for your students.

Through thoughtful choice during Independent Reading, students:

 � Learn to exercise choice as readers, selecting from a wide variety of texts.

 � Develop favorite books, types of books, genres, topics, writing styles, and authors.

 � Develop the habit of spending a significant amount of time reading.

 �  Build a “reading agenda” that includes books, authors, and types of books they want  
to read in the future.

 � Gain “mileage” as readers by processing a large number of texts on a regular basis.

 � Engage in fluent reading daily.

 � Learn about themselves as readers.

 � Become part of a community of readers.

“A significant factor in the progress of intermediate and middle school students  
is the opportunity to read a variety of genres and topics related to their own interests.  

An increase in the volume of reading will support  
your students’ accelerated progress.”

—Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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“Good readers  
read regularly, voluntarily, 

and voraciously. They read a 
wide variety of material with 
confidence and enjoyment.”

— Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell
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